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TERRACYCLE 
Just in case you’re still a little unsure of what this 

whole TerraCycling business is on campus, let us get 

you up to date: TerraCycling is an alternative form of 

recycling where items that are not usually recyclable 

can be recycled. These items include things like chip 

bags, granola bar wrappers, etc. In the event that 

you’re still confused on what to TerraCycle, there is a 

link on all the TerraCycling bins around campus that 

you can type into your web browser to find a full list 

of TerraCyclable items. This year, there have been 

more TerraCycling bins placed around campus for the 

student body’s convenience and the goal right now is 

just to make people more aware of NCSSM’ 

TerraCycling efforts. After all, if you can throw your 

trash into a trashcan, you can just as easily place your 

TerraCyclable item into a TerraCycling bin! 

SEEC FIELD DAY 
SEEC is excited to plan its third annual Field Day 

and continue on the legacy of the past two! 

Field Day is full of games and fun that promote 

environmental education. The event’s main 

goals are to promote environmental education 

and spread awareness about SEEC. With events 

like raffles, planting games, 3 legged races, 

SEEC’s field day provides the perfect 

environment to learn about some new 

sustainable initiatives as well as have a relaxing 

afternoon on Watts Lawn. Check out our social 

media @ncseec for more information on the 

location, date, and time for Field Day! We are 

looking forward to a year filled with more 

widespread and exciting events! 
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INTERVIEW WITH AN SPL 

A SEEC member interviewed a Sustainability Project 

Leader (SPL) on campus. SPL is a leadership position 

that seniors at NCSSM apply for. They work towards 

greater sustainability on campus, and work closely 

with SEEC. The 2019-2020 SPLs are Colin Erb, Daphne 

Meyer, Simone Kwee, Rose Houck, Maggie Wagner, 

Anna De la Torre, Ash Berry, and Dalia Segal-Miller 

Q: What is your job as a campus SPL? 

A: As SPL’s, we help to sustain the current 

sustainability initiatives like TerraCycling, composting,

and recycling on campus, as well as making new ones.

We also educate students on ways to increase 

sustainability in their daily lives and minimize the 

amount of landfill waste that the campus produces as 

a whole.  

Q: How does your purpose serve not only NCSSM, but

the surrounding community as well? 

A: Sustainability always has a broader impact no 

matter what specific factor one may be referring to. 

For example, carbon emissions from one place can 

affect the entire atmosphere and trash lying around 

campus could be blown away and litter the 

surrounding neighborhoods and businesses. But, 

more specific to NCSSM and the Triangle area, 

NCSSM’s “Grounds to Ground” program can be traced

all the way to Chapel Hill as it is supported by UNC 

grant funding. We also team up with Harris Teeter to 

recycle our plastic bags. 

 

Q: In what ways do you see the duties of an SPL 

tie into those performed by SEEC here at 

NCSSM? 

A: Both SPL’s and SEEC overlap regarding 

initiatives such as TerraCycling but there are 

some distinctions that can be made. SPL’s are 

focused on campus community and education as

well as performing the “behind-the-stage” work 

for campus wide sustainability efforts. SEEC is 

more focused on developing sustainable policies

and outreach past the borders of NCSSM (digital

outreach and SEEC mentorship.)  

 

Q: What are two ways you think we could 

improve this relationship or add to it, whether 

this is an activity, program, new job or initiative, 

etc? 

A: I think we could improve by being more 

closely communicative so as to maintain 

consistency with the sustainability efforts 

around campus. I also think it would be great if 

SEEC could create and support initiatives that 

SPL’s don’t have the authority to do, such as a 

Meatless Monday campaign.  
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CLIMATE STRIKE 
On September 20th, students across the nation went 

on strike advocating for action on the pressing 

matter of climate change. Students from NCSSM, 

including many SEEC members, traveled to Raleigh 

(many by bus) to participate in the march there. 

Students protested on the mall with posters, 

speakers, and songs. Some also went inside of 

legislative buildings to visit the offices of government 

officials. 

ADVOCACY 
Advocacy at SEEC is all about getting involved in 

environmental advocacy and policy as well as 

promoting sustainability in everyday life. The 

group is involved in and out of the school 

through work with different advocacy 

organizations, including the Citizens Climate 

Lobby (CCL).  To inform others about 

environmental policy and advocacy, the 

advocacy group will host a seminar in the 

second trimester about environmental policy. 

The group is planning on hosting different 

speakers and discussions throughout the year. 

Last year, the group hosted a discussion about 

the Green New deal, had representatives from 

CCL, Sunrise, and an alum who is involved in the 

industry side of sustainability. The advocacy 

group hopes to host similar events and panels 

throughout this year to help inform students 

about the environment and sustainability. 
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MENTORSHIP 
Student Environmental Education Coalition (SEEC) 

mentorship is an after school program where high 

school students from the North Carolina School of 

Science and Math teach interactive, engaging lessons 

about the environment and sustainability to fourth 

graders at E. K. Powe Elementary School. We teach 

them everything from climate change to habitat 

destruction and ecosystem energy flow. Our lessons 

include modeling the rock cycle with different types 

of chocolate and a water cycle twist on “Simon Says”. 

This year with more volunteers, we have started 

teaching a new group of students from kindergarten 

to second grade and incorporated more hands-on 

activities for our students to do. Through these 

lessons, we hope that younger children understand 

the importance of sustainable living and will incite 

further change in the future. 

NATUREWAY 
With old and new faces alike, NatureWay’s 

second year concluded with great success. 

Natureway is a free, week-long day camp held 

by SEEC volunteers to educate children about 

environmental science and mindfulness. During 

the two sessions hosted during the last week of 

July and the first week of August, campers were 

able to partake in various hands-on activities 

and lessons. Campers were taught about the 

importance of sustainable practices such as 

renewable energy usage and recycling in the 

face of problems like oil spills, air pollution, and 

overpopulation. Thanks to the Chapel Hill Public 

Library’s generosity and support for another 

year, the students had access to a nature trail, 

spacious classrooms, and the library’s books 

and computers.  
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SEEC BRANCHES 

Executive Director: 
Dalia Segal-Miller 

Branch Heads: 

1. Dalia Segal-Miller: North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics in Durham, North 

Carolina 

2. Annie Qin and Chris Pei: East Chapel Hill High 

School in Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

3. Angelina Su: Chapel Hill High School in Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

4. Sarah Wang: Enloe High School in Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

SEEC is expanding with developing branches in Texas, California, and other states.  

 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO GET INVOLVED? 
From cleanups and speakers to activism and tutoring, there are countless ways to get involved with 

SEEC today! If you or someone you know is interested in promoting environmental literacy and helping 

to better our planet, contact your local SEEC branch or email us at "contact@ncseec.org" to start 

participating. Whether you're looking to join a project, or you're looking to lead your own, we can help 

provide the resources and funding to do it all! 
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